
Parents of Viking Athletes, 

I hope you are enjoying your summer. Thank you for your patience and support in helping us return our 
student-athletes to our campuses. I am sure you are aware of the rising numbers of COVID-19 in certain 
areas of our country. A number of these cases are related to travel, including some in our region. As 
many of our athletes return from vacations and back to our practice fields, we need your continued help 
and support to make sure that our athletes remain safe in their return.  

As we have throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, our school district continues to work closely with the 
Sullivan County Regional Health Department to provide the safest possible environment to allow 
students and staff to return to our campuses. We are grateful for their ongoing support and expertise as 
we navigate the uncertainty of this situation. Based on their guidance, I want to highlight some 
important reminders from our existing plan and a few changes that will be in place following the dead 
period: 

 The single most important reminder is that any student should STAY HOME if they feel even 
slightly ill. Please remind your child of this daily and reiterate that there will be no penalty for 
missed practices. 

 For the athletes who traveled during the dead period, we ask that they self-quarantine for 14-
days from the date of their return based on their answers to the following questions: (If anyone 
answers “no” to the first two questions or “yes” to the last question, we encourage them to self-
quarantine.) 

 Did you wear a mask while you were in public on your travels? 
 Did you maintain six feet of distance between yourself and others at all times? 
 Did you come in contact with someone with a known case of COVID-19? 

 Student-athletes must wear a mask upon arrival to practice and keep it on throughout the 
check-in process. If they do not have a mask, we will provide one. 

 Athletes must be honest in answering the pre-screening questions daily. Please emphasize to 
your child whenever possible the importance of each step of this process as it relates to the 
prevention of COVID-19. Education is key! 

 Group sizes will be reduced to 10 or below with at least six feet of social distance maintained at 
all times. 

 Coaches will wear a mask if they will be closer than six feet to an athlete (or another adult). 
 
Thank you again for your continued patience and support with our safe return to athletics at Tennessee 
High School. If you have any other questions concerning our return, please feel free to contact me at 
(423) 652-9440  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Barry Wade 
Athletic Director 
Bristol Tennessee City Schools 
 


